MANNERS   AND   SUPERSTITIONS
indulged in by both Christian and Moslem alike.
It is a pure spirit, and is made by the Christians
and Jews of Mosul, and sold by them to the Mos-
lems. No ceremony is complete without the arak
bottle. At weddings, funerals, dinner parties, at each
and every season of life, it is thought necessary to
provide this fire-water, I am sorry to say that the
women also drink, but not to such an extent as
the men,
It is, of course, considered a great sin for a
Moslem to drink either wine or spirit, as both
have been forbidden in the Koran: but their love
for the arak is stronger in many cases than their
love of the Koran. A Mosul Moslem woman told
me a short time ago that she did not think there
was one Moslem man in Mosul who did not drink
either wine or arak. I hope this is an exaggeration,
but the tendency to be less ashamed of the drinking
habit and to indulge in it more freely is growing
more and more. It is sad to think that the Christians
of the city are the manufacturers and vendors of
spirit and wines, and that they are responsible for
introducing them into Mosul.
A story is told of a Sultan of Turkey who,
desirous of putting a stop to the ever-increasing
drink traffic, made a law by which every Moslem
found the worse for drink should be cast into prison.
The first morning after the new law had come into
action, a Moslem was found drunk lying in the
street, incapable of walking to his home. He was
immediately taken to prison, and allowed to sleep
off the effects of the drink. When he awoke, great
was his surprise to find himself in the interior of
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